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Creative, New,  

Technology for Parents 

T 
hroughout the 13 years of hosting our  

Annual Traveling Mini-Conference, never in 

a million years did I think we would be 

hosting a virtual Traveling Mini-Conference 

in 2020.  Well, we can thank COVID-19 for pushing us into a more modern and 

fabulous way to reach all parents throughout the State without the large expense.  

The virtual platform was met with some technology adversity for our small staff 

on a high learning curve.  But, like many, they quickly shifted into technology 

internet “gurus” wearing many hats and FIGURED IT OUT.  Although complex, 

LDAH staff focused on the affects of reaching parents and professionals whose 

lives who be  impacted by the line-up of guest speakers planned just for them.  

Our theme this year, “Storytelling:  The Foundation for Parent Leadership &  

Advocacy, included awe-inspiring guest speakers like; Dr. Patrick and Patricia 

Sheehey, Melissa Castillo, Chase and Regina Corniel, Jeremy and Terra Daniel, 

Barbara Fischlowitz-Leong, Margaret Higa, Jordan Ilae, Ian Nieblas, Renee 

Manfredi and Rhonda Black.  Why Storytelling?  It describes who you are, where 

you have been, and the journey that leads top officials to create policies, informs 

legislators, guides decisions, and gathers like-minded people to persevere through 

difficult times.  Storytelling is how you capture the hearts of your audience and 

empower parents to write their own story.  As an organization committed to 

leading parents of children with disabilities and the professionals who support 

children with disabilities, LDAH would like nothing more than to create a unified 

community.  Heading into 2021, innovative and creative partnerships must  

continue to be formed between all providers serving families.  Our joint  

obligation to lead parents into the future confident, informed, yet pliable will  

affect change for children in our schools and families.  The strengths of many will 

out way the fragmented few.  #weareLDAH 

Executive Director, Rosie Rowe 

Storytelling: The Foundation for  

Parent Leadership & Advocacy  
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ur travel to the Pacific Region takes us to places like American 

Samoa, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,        

Federated States of Micronesia (Yap, Kosrae, Pohnpei and 

Chuuk), Republic of the Marshall Islands, and Republic of Palau. Working 

with Partners in the Pacific like, Sandy Samoa, Aliksa Sigrah, Miram 

deBrum, Brittany Cruz and Francesca Morei-Misech keeps us on our toes as 

the Parent Training & Information Center for the Pacific.  It is their  

constant interaction with parents through face-to-face activities, 

connections with other NGO’s 

(Non-government Organizations) 

and partnerships with Ministries  

of Education and Health can we reach children with disabilities and their  

families.  The new pathways being created by our Partners can only be 

explained by their relationships through training workshops, parent support  

wellness groups, memberships on Advisory Councils, acknowledgement of 

parents leading their communities, empowering parent participation through 

honoring their innovation and work with youth.  By connecting with the 

right government officials, such as First Lady Diann Torres, wife of  

Governor Ralph Deleon Guerrero Torres, of CNMI, who advocates for 

individuals  with disabilities in the workforce, the  Parent Training &  

Information Center in the Pacific can thrive.   Although COVID-19 has 

halted travel to these remote locations for us, LDAH has re-purposed our training format and 

accessibility to parents through virtual connections.  Join us as we navigate through the Pacific 

together!  Find us on Facebook at:  The Pacific Islands Partners PTI 

 

I 
 

magine life through the eyes of a 3-year-old who is 

visually impaired, the environment for him or her may 

be blurry or unclear. In 2019, our vision screenings 

reached 1,652 children and alerted families on the 

benefits of early screening.  When families and pediatricians 

are informed early, children can receive corrective measures 

early.  Hearing, vision, developmental delays, and early signs 

of Autism are some of LDAHs school readiness projects 

screening activities.  We are intentional with our parents and 

families by sharing resources, building their knowledge on “why screen” and teaching them next steps.  Last year 

we located 52 children ages 2-5 on O`ahu and Hawai`i island who “referred” to a specialist for a vision problem.  

Because they received their vision screen early, corrective treatment started right away, improving their chances 

of educational and developmental success.  Parents are better prepared when working with LDAH to expect the 

latest technology and information we have to  offer their child.  Early detection and intervention lead to  

significant improvements in their child’s continued  development and school readiness success.  LDAH is  

committed to screening all children before they enter kindergarten and prepare their parents for a lifetime of  

positive developmental and health outcomes. 

I Can See Clearly Now! 

Miram deBrum, Rosie Rowe, Francesca 

“Cesca” Morei-Misech, , Maria Olopai 

Francesca “Cesca” Morei-Misech,  

Jasmine Mendiola, Joakim “Jojo” Peters 
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n February 11, 2020, the World Health Organization announced an official name for 

the disease that caused the 2019 novel coronavirus outbreak.  The new name of this 

disease is coronavirus disease 2019, abbreviated as COVID-19.  In COVID-19, 

“CO” stands for  corona, “VI” for virus and “D” for  disease.  (cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019) 

This disease has impacted families and communities in Hawai`i so much that many families and businesses have 

either lost their jobs or their business no longer exists.  LDAH was impacted by this pandemic in March as we were 

forced to furlough all employees from the School  Readiness Project (SRP) office.  For three months, the  

Leadership Team at LDAH re-designed and re-purposed the function of school readiness activities, and by July, 

began returning SRP staff to work remotely.  With equipment and technology in place, SRP would regain  

confidence with parents by contacting them to survey their needs and to find out what  happened to their follow up 

visits to Pediatrician’s or hearing and vision  specialists.  Like most around the State, all doctor’s appointments 

were placed on hold   until such time the State of  

Hawai`i could re-open.  For month’s children were  

without health care visits unless deemed critical.  Today, 

we are fully operational providing all screening  

activities safely as we enter Tier 2 with the rest of 

the island.   COVID-19 may have forced us into  

rapid virtual training and technology with parents, 

but our access to screening children is thoughtful 

and calculated promoting healthy living and  

protection for Hawai`i’s keiki.  Our Mobile 

 Screening Unit (MSU) will take the lead as we 

drive into preschool parking lots or into neighborhood communities to screen keiki.  We look forward to 

2021 where we plan to screen over 1,400 keiki ages 0-8.  In the meantime, LDAH staff are preparing  

inside and outside our office spaces to practice social distancing, wearing face masks, taking daily Tem-

peratures, sanitizing equipment and ensuring our health is good before we reach out to the community.   

COVID-19 and Rapid Responses  

BE SAFE….. 

-Wear mask 

LDAH Staff member sanitizing there work area daily. 

Mia Wibberley receives her temperature 



  4 

PAGE 4 VOLUME 1    ISSUE 2 

PARENT TALK CAFÉ 
Find us on Facebook at LDA Hawaii & Pacific Is-
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PARENT TALK CAFÉ 
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Dear Dwa-nah, 

How can LDAH help me with my child? My husband and I have a 

meeting coming up to go over the results of her initial evaluation. 

We’ve been back and forth pushing for an evaluation since January 

2020. At first, they said she didn’t need an evaluation and after doing 

our own private evaluation and handed the school the documents, they 

decided to do their own evaluation. I’m nervous that my daughter 

won’t be eligible for Special Education. Is there anything I need to do 

before that meeting?  

Sincerely, 

How can I prepare? 

Dear How can I prepare?, 
 

It is always important for parents to “know their documents.”  First, do you have a copy of their completed 
evaluations? You need those BEFORE you go to ANY meeting.  Second, review and compare your  
evaluation (s) to their evaluation (s).  Use the LDAH highlighting method on your working copies, not the 
originals, i.e., “red” for the needs of your child, “green for the strength of your child and “yellow” for any 
comments or concerns you may have about the subject matter.  What do you see?  By using this method,  
parents can draw conclusions by identifying the strengths and needs of their child.  These are the areas to 
discuss when discussing eligibility through the initial evaluation process.  Also, this is the information you will 
use when developing your child’s Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

         -Dwa-nah  

C 
 

ommunity Care Worker, Trixy Tambaoan 

began her journey with LDAH back in 

November of 2016.  At that time, the 

School Readiness Project was expanding 

its target areas and reaching more children 

throughout O`ahu; as well, we were on a fast track to 

health and wellness for children entering 

Kindergarten.  Hearing, vision, developmental, social

-emotional and autism screening are the services 

provided by the School Readiness Project and Trixy 

is one of four employees who take their job seriously.  

Trixy is proactive throughout the screening process 

and in Case Management. Hawai’i keiki that need a 

referral to a specialist are given exceptional care as 

Trixy diligently sees families through every step of 

the way. Trixy is happily married with seven children 

and six grandchildren. She divides her time between 

work and her family gracefully. Her strength and 

experience are inspiring, as she continues to advocate 

for her own two keiki with a disability.   When Trixy 

is not busy at work or taking her children to various 

sport activities or doing things with her family, Trixy 

enjoys getting in a little beach therapy where she can 

get some sun, exercise, and find precious seashells 

for her collection.  
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or the past 9  months, LDAHs virtual training platform for parents became our new normal.  As of April 

17, 2020, we broadcast LIVE for two hours weekly on Friday’s.   The first segment gives parents a 

chance to tell us about their journey as teachers!  We chat about special  education, how distance learning 

for their children has become difficult, yet determined, and we share resources. Amazingly, parents are 

finding this segment of our program invigorating, as they can speak freely without judgement or disrespect to  

professionals, since this group is a PARENTS ONLY program.  LDAH  provides a solution driven network of  

parents chatting with LDAH Parent Consultants to resolve differ-

ences of opinion or strategies to minimize the  

unexpected.  By the time we reach the second hour, a formal presen-

tation is introduced to our audience of   parents addressing the im-

mediate needs of life in special education.  Weekly topics like, 

“Organizing Documents,” “Functional Behavior Assessments,” 

“Transfer of Rights,” or LDAHs “Marathon Series,  

including  special education law,   Understanding the Evaluation 

Process and Developing the IEP,” gives meaning to the challenge’s 

parents face when they navigate special education alone.  

COVID-19 has given us a new perspective on how we reach 

parents of children with disabilities, as we lead them virtually 

together.  

Technical Assistance 

Mentoring & 

Individual Assistance online & over 

the phone is available!    

 



For more information on events, to 
request a training, or to make 

reservations, visit our website at: 
www.LDAHawaii.org  

Call us at 536-9684 or call from  
Neighbor Islands toll free at: 

1-800-533-9684 

. 

 

 

Online Training & Tips and 

Tools for your use available at: 

 

www.Ldahilearningworks.org 
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ANGEL DANCER JOY 

BELLS DASHER LIGHTS 

BLITZEN DONNER POINSETTIA 

CANDYCANE EGGNOG PRANCER 

CHOCOLATE ELVES REINDEER 
CHRISTMAS 

TREE FRUITCAKE RUDOLF 

COMET GINGERBREAD 

SANTA 

CLAUS 

COOKIES HOLLY STAR 

CUPID ICICLE VIXEN  

C A N D Y C A N E L C I C I J 

H P I A T H O L L Y B F G H O 

R R E N N O D B D F R C D T Y 

I B D C K C O O K I E S T V P 

S C G E I O U R L T H A R R V 

T T H R I L G P C M S N E E I 

M S A G H A Q B I S A T E C X 

A T Q R T T N C F D D A D N E 

S H U Y S E G G N O G C N A N 

T G N E C L M H E B B L I R E 

R I V R B C D O D L Z A E P Z 

E L V F S E K A C T I U R F T 

E R U D O L F L O D U S F G I 

O M G I N G E R B R E A D S L 

P O I N S E T T I A S L L E B 

Find us on Facebook at: 

JANUARY 

7 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

11 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 

14 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

21 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

25 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

3:00-5:00 p.m. 

28 Small Group Session 

ZOOM LIVE 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

JANUARY 

8 Speech Therapy-Feeding, Eating 

and Swallowing 

1:00-3:00 p.m. 

15 Physical Therapy 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

22 Occupational Therapy 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

29 Music Therapy—Sounding Joy 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

Christmas Word Search 

http://www.ldahawaii.org
https://www.facebook.com/ldahawaii.pti

