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You’ve got the diapers,
the crib and infant car
seat ready to go, but
what most parents ﬁnd
they actually need for
their newborn goes far
beyond the basic
supplies. Introducing
Piko Pals, a 12-week
holistic new parent
education and support
program offered by
Healthy Mothers
Piko Pals
Healthy Babies,
speciﬁcally designed for parents with newborn
babies up to 4 months old. This program helps
parents learn parenting skills and child
development information, all while building social
and emotional support from a group of new friends
experiencing the same challenges. Even parents
with a strong local family network ﬁnd Piko Pals adds
valuable support as they navigate through new
parenthood; providing a network of neighborhoodbased parenting resources and information.

The intimate structure enables connection
between parents; easing new parent
anxiety and setting the stage for
meaningful supportive relationships.
Exchanging stories, laughing and learning
with other new dads and moms is often
the highlight of a parent's week. Families
look forward to connecting, getting out of
the house with their baby, and making
new friends. Piko Pals connects and
empowers new moms to build their own
village and sets the stage for connection
and friendship with others in the
community.
Help parents make healthy, long-lasting
relationships to share and celebrate the joys and
challenges of new parenthood together by letting
them know about Piko Pals.
New groups launch soon in Honolulu, Aiea and Ewa
Beach. Visit hmhb-hawaii.org or call 737-5805 for
more information.

HAWAII IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER AT
I am… Davit Oboladze, a Professional Fellows
Program (PFP) Fellow from the country of Georgia
(Fall 2017). My fellowship was at the Hawaii
Immigrant Justice Center at Legal Aid. During my
fellowship, I have been especially interested in the
issue of domestic violence. It is an issue that is acute
both in Hawaii as well as in Georgia. Domestic
violence is one of the most severe and extensive
forms of abuse. It occurs across the world, in
various countries and affects people of all
economic statuses. Fight against
domestic violence is the top priority for Georgian

Government and the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Accordingly, I decided to become familiar with
the experience of Hawaii on above mentioned
issues - how they deal with the aforementioned
problem, what instruments/methods are being
used on a daily basis and practical based
solutions.

Given the fact that the organization I represent is
actively engaged in Domestic Violence issues in
Georgia, I firmly believe that the experience and
knowledge that I have gained throughout this
fellowship will stand relevant and useful for me and
also for my organization. It provides me the
opportunity to better contribute and support victims
of DV in Georgia. Therefore, this
issue becomes my inspiration
when I was working on my
outbound project. I consider
myself fortunate of becoming a
PFP fellow. It has given me the
opportunity to work with
amazing team of professionals
who are doing a commendable
job, and to become a member
of the HIJC team.
Davit Oboladze

Our Programs
Our
OurPrograms
Programs

3
33

To date KHTH has served nearly
Healing Young Hearts for 17 years
Healing
Young Hearts
for 17we
years
To
date
KHTH has
nearly
4000
children
hereserved
in Hawaii
and
When Valentine’s
Day arrives
see
4000
children
here
in
Hawaii
and
When
Valentine’s
Day
arrives
we
see
trained well over 10,000 people
heart shapes and symbols
trained
well overto
10,000
heart
shapes
and
symbols
with techniques
help apeople
child
everywhere. At Kids Hurt Too Hawaii
with
techniques
to
help
a
child
everywhere.
At
Kids
Hurt
Too
Hawaii
better cope with grief and trauma.
(KHTH) we see hearts every day. Our
better
grief
and has
trauma.
(KHTH)
seeofhearts
For thecope
past with
5 years
KHTH
also
logo is awe
pair
handsevery
with day. Our
For
the
past
5
years
KHTH
has
also
logo
is
a
pair
of
hands
with
reached out to Japan to assist
concentric hearts in the palms. Our
reached
to Japan
concentric
hearts
in
the
palms.
Our
children out
impacted
by to
theassist
Great
tagline is “Healing Young Hearts.”
children
impacted
by
the
Great
tagline
is
“Healing
Young
Hearts.”
East Japan earthquake and tsunami
Our mission is to provide a safe
East
Japan earthquake and tsunami
Our
mission
to provide
a safeand
of 2011.
space
whereisgrieving
children
Ten-year-old Eli, gets a lesson on how
of
space
where
grieving
children
and
Ten-year-old
Eli, gets
a lesson
how
We2011.
are grateful for the support of
youth can
express
their
feelings.
We
to
steer a sailboat
from
CaptainonGordie
We
are
grateful
for the support
of
youth
can
express
their
feelings.
We
to
steer
a
sailboat
from
Captain
Gordie
numerous
organizations
that have
work with children who have lost
during one of . KHTH's monthly
numerous
organizations
that
have
work
with
children
who
have
lost
during
one
of
.
KHTH's
monthly
activities for grieving children.
given grants, donated services or
parents due to death, incarceration,
activities for grieving children.
given
donated
services
parents
due
to
death,
incarceration,
items,grants,
and provided
space
for or
foster care, domestic violence, and
items,activities.
and provided
foster
care,
violence, and
KHTH
KHTHspace
has a for
growing
divorce.
Wedomestic
provide therapeutic
group
KHTH
activities.
KHTH
has
a
growing
divorce.
We
provide
therapeutic
group
volunteer network comprised of trained facilitators,
sessions and activities where young broken hearts
volunteer
network
comprised
of trained
facilitators,
sessions
and
activities
where
young
broken
hearts
interns, and
high school
students.
The generosity
of
can begin the process of healing. It is very
interns,
and and
highthe
school
students.
generosity
of
can
begin the
process
of healing.
very
our donors
helping
handsThe
of our
volunteers
appropriate
that
our founding
dayItisisFebruary
14, a
our
donors
the
helping
hands
of our
volunteers
appropriate
that our
day
is February
ensure
that and
every
day
at KHTH
we can
see,
reach out,
day full of hearts
andfounding
hope. This
year
we are 14, a
ensure
that
every
day
at
KHTH
we
can
see,
reach
out,
day
full
of
hearts
and
hope.
This
year
we
are
and help a young heart.
celebrating 17 years of Healing Young Hearts.
and help a young heart.
celebrating 17 years of Healing Young Hearts.

LEADERSHIP IN DISABILITIES &
LEADERSHIP IN DISABILITIES &
ACHIEVEMENT IN HAWAI’I
ACHIEVEMENT IN HAWAI’I

CHANGE IS GOOD! One of the best parts of being an Executive Director
CHANGE
the best parts
of adjust,
being an
Executive
Director
of 9 monthsIS
is GOOD!
watching One
your of
organization
grow,
and
evolve into
a

of
9 months
is watching
evolve into
well-oiled
machine.
Weyour
haveorganization
experiencedgrow,
someadjust,
majorand
adjustments
thisa past
well-oiled
machine.
We
have
experienced
some
major
adjustments
this
past
year, however, the experience has built a team of well-deﬁned professionals
year,
however,
the experience
has built
team ofnew
well-deﬁned
professionals
Fa`aﬁti P. Tauanu`u, OPAD American
who are
conﬁdent,
ready and willing
to adevelop
ways of leading
our
Fa`aﬁti P. Tauanu`u,
OPAD
American
who
are
conﬁdent,
ready
and
willing
to
develop
new
ways
of
leading
our
Samoa
community into the future.
Samoa
& Rosie Rowe,
Executive Director
community into the future.
& Rosie Rowe, Executive Director
LDAH is looking ahead into the 21st century, supporting families who need
is looking
ahead same
into the
21st century,
us to meet them where they are. ThereLDAH
are blended
families,
gender
families,supporting
traditional families
families,who
andneed
hānai
us
to
meet
them
where
they
are.
There
are
blended
families,
same
gender
families,
traditional
families,
and
families who care for individuals with various disabilities who need resources, information and a way for us tohānai
lead
families
who
care
for
individuals
with
various
disabilities
who
need
resources,
information
and
a
way
for
us
to
lead
them toward success.
them toward success.
LDAH will continue to provide services in early identiﬁcation, intervention, resources and workshops heading into
LDAH
continue
toto
provide
services in
early
identiﬁcation,
intervention,
and our
workshops
heading into
2018. will
Now,
we want
align ourselves
with
what
we know exists
for LDAH,resources
by changing
name. Leadership
in
2018.
Now,
we
want
to
align
ourselves
with
what
we
know
exists
for
LDAH,
by
changing
our
name.
Leadership
in
Disabilities & Achievement of Hawai`i (LDAH) is replacing the former name, Learning Disabilities Association of Hawaii
Disabilities
& Achievement
Hawai`i
(LDAH) ismore
replacing
the types
formerthan
name,
Learning
Disabilities
of Hawaii
(LDAH). Why?
Because weof
know
we support
disability
learning
disabilities.
We Association
know the general
(LDAH).
Why?
Because
we
know
we
support
more
disability
types
than
learning
disabilities.
We
know
the
general
public reads learning disabilities and assumes that is our targeted population; we want to reﬂect what we really are
public
learning
disabilities
and
assumes
that is our
targeted
population;
we want&toInformation
reﬂect whatCenter
we really
are
about. reads
LDAH
will continue
to offer
our
core programs
and
services
as Parent Training
of Hawai`i
about.
LDAH
will
continue
to
offer
our
core
programs
and
services
as
Parent
Training
&
Information
Center
of
Hawai`i
and Paciﬁc Islands, and operate the School Readiness Project on O`ahu and Hawai`i Island. Our afﬁliation with LDA of
and
Paciﬁc
Islands,
andas
operate
Readiness
onagencies
O`ahu and
Hawai`i
Island. Our
with LDA of
America
will
continue,
well asthe
ourSchool
partnerships
withProject
provider
in the
community.
Weafﬁliation
are LDAH.
America will continue, as well as our partnerships with provider agencies in the community. We are LDAH.

Our
OurPrograms
Programs

44

We welcomed new staff, a new
congregation host site as well as
three new support sites.

Six families being served by Family Promise of
Hawaii moved into permanent housing on
January 12th thanks to the new Kahauiki Village
at Sand Island, a public-private partnership.

2017 was full of change and
growth for Family Promise of
Hawaii.

Our programs hit new records in
2017. We decreased the average
length of time that families stay in
our shelter by 32%, assisting
families with securing housing as
quickly as possible upon intake.
Decreasing families’ length of
stay enables us to serve more
vulnerable families. We were able
to serve 6 more parents and
children in 2017, compared to
2016. Looking ahead to 2018, we
expect to serve even more
families through our three
programs:
Diversion: supportive services for
families with children who are
experiencing crisis and are at-risk
of becoming homeless.
Emergency Shelter: providing
shelter through our partnership
with local interfaith congregations
and community groups who

provide overnight
accommodations and meals
within their facilities. During the
day, enrolled families come to our
Family Day Centers to access
comprehensive support services
such as case management, job
training, education, life skills and
housing support.
After Care: providing follow-up
support services to families who
have graduated from our shelter
program for 6 months.
We are so grateful to all of our
dedicated volunteers, staff,
community partners, donors and
government partners who help us
achieve our mission. We have
seen a decrease in family
homelessness on Oahu and
together, can one day achieve
our vision of ending family
homelessness.

Former Foster Youth Step-Up to Independent Housing
Lane is a former foster youth who was determined to find
stable housing for himself, and worked diligently with
Hale Kipa’s Housing Specialist, his Case Manager, and
Section 8 to be one of the first young adults to lease through Step Up this fiscal
year. Lane is excelling in his school and employment now that he has a stable
and secure home for himself, and enjoying his new space and independence.
Lane now advocates for other former foster youth working towards higher
education goals, and helps them to achieve their goals as well.
With Step-Up, these young adults have the opportunity to lease a home for their
independent household, including their spouse and children, at a truly
affordable rent. They can find a house or apartment anywhere on the island,
allowing them to move near work, school, and family. When they find a home,
they often need furniture and other household items to get them started in their
new home. Kukui Center Community Partners like Aunty Sally and the Assistance
League Hawaii have helped young adults by donating some of these household
items, and the Case Managers work with them to find furniture for their new
homes.
Although the Step-Up Program was temporarily closed due to lack of federal
funding, there are currently 31 participants, and more are preparing to apply
when it opens again later this year.

Lane - Former Foster Youth
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Hawaii’i’s last reigning monarch Queen Liliuokalani,
once described the original meaning of the word
Aloha; “was the recognition of life in another. If there
was life there was mana, goodness and wisdom.” In the
short time that I have been with the Kukui Children’s
Foundation (KCF), I have seen the Queen’s meaning of
Aloha in action as embodied through the women that I
have encountered at the Kukui Center. These women
see the life, goodness, and wisdom in the children and
families they serve.
Judy Lind, Lorraine Gershum, Rosie Rowe, Tracey
Wiltgen, Jaque Kelley-Uyeoka, Samantha Church,
Suzanne Skjold, Tatjana Johnson, Lisa Kimura, are
women that amaze everyday. These unsung heroes
quietly go about doing their work, not the stuff of
headline news. Although it should. Their work so
essential, their efforts make a positive difference in the
lives of children and families. It may be the literacy
program that helps a child to read which opens a whole
new world to the young reader, or the helping hand of
a child that is hurting from a death of a parent. Untold
stories, each one signiﬁcant. Each organization is
GOODS NEEDED

TO BENEFIT PROGRAMS
Ofﬁce Supplies
Computers
Biodegradable Paper Goods
Meals for support group meetings
5 GallonWater Dispenser
3 Vacuums and 1 Handheld
2 Easel White Boards
Air Beds and Pumps
Diapers
Plastic Bins for Storage
Rolling Desks
Ofﬁce and Conference Room Chairs
Flat Screen TV,
GRACO Pack ’n Play Travel Cribs (new in box)
Garden Hose
Squeegee
TO BENEFIT CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Art Supplies
School Supplies and Backpacks
Gift Cards for Fast Food Restaurants
Jamba Juice, Longs, Walnut, Target
TO BENEFIT NEWLY HOUSED CLIENTS
Kitchen Items
Cleaning Supplies
Linens, Towels, Pillows, Toiletries, Furniture

distinct in its mandate but united in partnership to serve
the children and families. I am awed by the generosity
of their hearts and unwavering commitment to carry out
their mission.
As a newcomer to the KCF, I am ha’aha’a-humbled, to
stand in their presence. The community partners I have
met in my short time here who volunteer for the Kukui
Center are also remarkable. These include Aunty Sally,
Sheila Black and her Arcadia volunteers and Merle Okino
O’Neil of the Waikiki Community Center. I am blessed to
be allowed to join your ranks and aspire to live up to the
high standards set by everyone at the Kukui Center. It is
impossible not to be inspired by both the singular and
collaborative determination by the community of partners.
Best actor, Frances McDormand when accepting her
Oscar eloquently requested, “May I be so honored to have
all the female honorees stand up with me. We all have
stories to tell and projects that need financed.” Like the
women on Oscar night, let’s stand together and kokua
these agencies for the important work they are doing.
Here is their Wish List.

Me ke aloha pumehana, Marlene Among
BUSINESSES WHO CAN PROVIDE THE
FOLLOWING FOR YOUTH

Employment Shadowing
Internships
SERVICES NEEDED
TO BENEFIT PROGRAMS
Translators or languages common in Hawaii, i.e.
Chuukese
Fundraising/Grant Writing
Shredding of Documents

TO BENEFIT CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Classes in Martial Arts
Dance
Gymnastics
Driving
VOLUNTEER ASSISTANCE NEEDED
TO BENEFIT PROGRAMS
Clerical Tasks such as collating answering
phones, ﬁling and pick up and deliver donations
TO BENEFIT CLIENTS
Assist Clients with making appointments,
ﬁlling out applications & assisting with
transportation
Mentors for teens and young adult

If you know of an individual, non-proﬁt or
organization that can offer their support and
interested in joining our Community Partners
Program, please email mamong@kukuicenter.org.

Our
OurCommunity
CommunityPartners
Partners

77

Mahalo nui loa to the following Community Partners for their donation of services and goods this past quarter
Aunty Sally Kanehe

Chef Aaron Ortiz

Sheila Black

Izumo Taishakyo Mission of Hawaii

Advanced Fencing Solutions
Altres Global Business Services Inc.
Arcadia Retirement Residence
Junior League Sustainers
Ohana Komputer

Hagadone Printing
Hawaii USA Federal Credit Union
Islander Group
Stan Rosen

Volunteers from Arcadia helping with the Kukui Children’s Foundation newsletter

2018 COMMUNITY PARTNERS
Partnerships for Donations of
Services

Ace Security and Locksmiths
Advanced Fencing Solutions
After School Art
Alston Hunt Floyd & Ing
ALTRES Global Business Services
American Massage Therapy Association

American Savings Bank
Anthology Marketing Group
Carr,Gouveia+Associates,CPAs, Inc.
Cushman & Wakefield ChaneyBrooks
Chef Aaron Ortiz
College Directions Hawaii
Dennis Kim
HACBED
Hagadone Printing
Hawaii Digi Doc
Hawaii Self Storage
HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union
IPR Hawaii
King’s Kustom Tinting
Law Ofﬁces of Neal K.Aoki
Learn to Love Yoga
Leonui Communications

Michael Powell Art
Michael J. O’Malley
Ohana Komputer
Pacific Data Services
Take2 Production
The Bead Gallery
YMCA of Honolulu

Partnerships for Donations of
Goods
Aunty Sally
Big City Diner
Central Paciﬁc Bank
CS Wo & Sons
Hawaii Assn. of Legal
Administrators
GWiz Promotions
Honolulu Sign Company
Islander Group
Junior League
Junior League Sustainers
Pepsi Beverages Company
Servco Paciﬁc
Vim and Vigor
Soderholm Bus Sales & Leasing
Trade West
Soldat Construction
Trade West
Vim & Vigor

Partnerships with
Volunteers, Service Clubs and
Non-Proﬁt Organizations
Arcadia Retirement
Residence
Bruce McEwan
Habilitat, Inc.
Hands in Helping Out
Harris United Methodist
Church
Izumo Taishakyo Mission
of Hawaii
Kappa Kappa Gamma
Sorority
Luke Center for Public
Services
Seymour Kazimirski
Waikiki Community
Center Seniors
Winners Camp Foundation

Partnerships for Donations of
Funds
Aloha United Way
Ili`ili Fund
Evans Fund
Jhamandas Watumull Fund
Friends of Hawaii Charities
Na Lei Aloha Foundation

Kukui Children’s Foundation
245 North Kukui Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817
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Our Family of Social Services
Board of Directors
John R. Dwyer, Jr. - President
Clyde Namu’o- Vice President
Pat Kay - Secretary
John Garibaldi - Treasurer
Suzanne Chun Oakland
Sue Landon

Geri Marullo

Jim Reinhardt

Vicky Schneider

Karen K. White
Board Member Emeritus
Judy Lind

Family Promise of Hawaii
Resources for homeless
families with children
(808) 548-7478
www.familypromisehawaii
Leadership in Disabilities &
Achievement of
Hawaii
Training center for parents
of children with disabilities
(808) 536-9684
www.LDAHHawaii.org

Hale Kipa
Outreach services for child abuse victims
Executive Director
in, or transitioning out of, foster care to
Marlene Among
become independent
Community Partners
(808)853-4660
Program
info@halekipa.org
kukuichildrensfoun@hawaii.rr.com

www.kukuicenter.org

Hawaii Immigrant
Justice Center at LASH
Legal services for immigrant victims of
abuse and domestic violence
(808) 536-4302
www.hijcenter.org
Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies
Advocacy for a child’s right to be born
healthy and raised in a safe
and nurturing environment
(808) 737-5805
MothersCare Line
(808)951-6660
info@hmhb-hawaii.org
Hawaii Foster Youth Coalition
Advocacy and
independent living
training for foster youth
(808) 545-5683
www.grievingyouth

Mediation Center of the
Paciﬁc
Conﬂict resolution for
cases involving children
and others
(808)521-6767
www.mediatehawaii.org
Hawaii Literacy
Literacy and lifelong
learning services
(808) 537-6706
www.hawaiiliteracy.org

Kids Hurt Too
Support for grieving children
who have lost a parent
(808) 545-5683 or (808) 256-3176
www.kidshurttoo.org
If you would like to receive this
newsletter electronically, send your
email address to
mamong@kukuicenter.org Mahalo

